
Strategies to Accelerate 
Language Acquisition for 

English Learners



Webinar Tips

Close all programs 
& browsers to 
maximize bandwidth

Exit & re-enter the 
webinar if you 
experience a lag

Use the Questions 
feature for technical 
assistance 

The recording, slides, 
and certificate of 
attendance will be 
sent by email



Introduction
● B.A. in Chinese, M.A. in English (TESOL)
● 15 years in Secondary EL multi-level classrooms
● EL Curriculum and Assessment Development
● Began Using a Blended Learning Approach in 2009

Brenda Rosas
Educational Consultant

● Success stories
● In Oklahoma: 25,000 students with growing EL             

population of 1,400
● Adopted Hands on English (K-1) and Frames for Fluency

○ newcomers/ beginners
● Mix of in-person and online learning (1 semester)



Agenda
● Success stories 

● Components
○ Examples from Hands on English and Frames for Fluency

● Strategies

● Q & A



Short Prep Time

● ELL Coordinator Karen Cisneros
○ One reason the district selected Hands on English over 

other programs is its short prep time
■ “Priceless in the world of teaching”

● Philosophy
○ Focus on language
○ Build oral competency
○ Explicit teaching of vocabulary
○ Grammar form and function
○ Academic Skills: RWLS
○ Engaging and interactive



Teacher’s Guides
● Activities

○ Time Allotments
○ Explanation and scripting
○ Materials
○ Examples
○ Comprehensive

● Oral Fluency Activities
○ I do it, we do it, you do it
○ Explanation and 

scripting of examples
○ Materials
○ Zero prep time





Frames for Fluency



Strategy: Realia
Scripting:

What is this? This is a block. What color is the block? It is an 
orange block.

Little. It is a little block.                   Big. It is a big block.



Image Based Slides (Digital Teacher E-Port)

Is the dog big or 
little?



Sentence Frames (Digital and Paper Based)

Paper based only



Essential Questions
● Introduce topic
● Make a connection between them and the world 
● Thematic, meaningful, relatable

How do you describe animals?

Describe means to tell about something. 

For example, in this chapter, we are going 

to learn about animals and how to talk 

about what they are like: how big they are, 

how fast they are, and how they feel.



Theme Pictures



Strategy: Graphic Organizers
● Anchor Chart
● Charts
● Create word lists for 

sentence frames



Vocabulary 
● Images and words

○ Engaging
○ Quick 

connection
● Paper based/ Digital
● Active games





Strategy: TPR and Chants

Instructional Routines 
and Strategies: 
Total Physical Response

TPR Video: 
Example



Practice and Extend
● Writing

○ Draw an animal
○ Write a sentence about the picture using the sentence frame.

● Speaking
○ Share with the class.

● Cut and Paste
○ Write a sentences using 

the sentence frames
● Speaking

○ Share with the class.



Printables

Describe



Reading Skills: Sequencing



Texts: Fiction and Nonfiction



Image Based Readings



Assessment: Formative/Summative



FLEX Activities



English Mats
Vocabulary

Speaking

Writing



Multi-Level?



Hands-On English (K-1)





Frames for Fluency (K-12)



Carousel of IDEAS (K-5)



Champion of IDEAS (6-12)



EnglishMats (K-5)



English & Spanish Language Proficiency Tests

Pre-K to 12 English and 
Spanish Proficiency Tests

Ideal for:
● Pre-K & Headstart programs
● Dual language programs
● Identification, placement & program 

decisions
● Annual & progress monitoring
● Redesignation



Consultation



15-Day Free Trial or Book a Demo

Contact Brenda Rosas: brosas@ballard-tighe.com



Q&A


